PREFACE
impression it will make upon those who come to see it. The essential is that the design be clear and in proportion. Many things are necessary that the house be attractive and comfortable; each detail must have been carefully thought out, but no detail should obtrude itself nor be out of proportion. On some details he may have spent more time and trouble than on far more conspicuous parts, but that time and effort must not be evident. All must blend into one whole. Later, he who inspects may want, should want, to verify each detail, but no detail should be conspicuous at first. That has been my difficulty with this book.
In working out such a new line of thought innumerable details have had to be thought out from the beginning afresh. Many of them are most important. In working them out I have spent, not only time and thought, but ink and paper and typo-script. I have written them out at length very many times. They have been problems worked out, pen in hand. When solved the difficulty was to assign them their due proportion in the whole, to subordinate them to the general design. They had cost me so much work they seemed worthy of a conspicuous place.
In former drafts of this book, of which I have written several, I have given pages to what is now condensed into a few lines. I have written chapters